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% 'Story of Syama and Vajrasena- The reason why Buddha abandoned his faithful wife Yasodhara is given in the following story. /
There was in times of Yore a horse-dealer at Takshasila named Vajrasena; on his way to the fair at Varanasi, his horses were stolen,
and he was severely wounded. As he slept in a deserted house in the suburbs of Varanasi, he was caught by policeman as a theif.
He was ordered to the place of execution. But his manly beauty attracted the attention of Syama, the first public woman in Varanasi.
She grew enamoured of the man, and requested one of her handmaids to reduce the criminal at any hazard. By offering large sums
of money she succeeded in inducing the executioners to set Vajrasena free, and execute the orders of the king on another, a
banker's son, who was an admirer of Syama. The latter not knowing his fate, approached the place of execution with victuals for the
criminal, and was served in two by the executioners. / The woman was devotedly attached to Vajrasena. But her inhuman conduct to
the banker's son made a deep impression on his mind. He could not reconcile himself to the idea of being in love with the perpetrator
of such a crime. On an occasion when they both set on a pluvial execursion. Vajrasena plied her with wine, and, when she was
almost senseless, smothered and drowned her. When he thought she was quite dead, he dragged her to the steps of the ghat and
fled, leaving her in that helpless condition. Her mother, who was at hand came to her rescue, and by great assiduity resuscitated her.
Syama's first measure, after recovery, was to find out a Bhikshuni of Takshasila, and to send through her a message to Vajrasena,
inviting him to her loving embrace. Buddha was that Vajrasena, and Syama, Yasodhara.' - The Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of Nepal,
1882.
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Rabindranath Tagore's Sép Mochan by Nrityangan.
Shanti Bose & Aloknanda Roy.
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2 'Once upon a time, there reigned at Varanasi, a king named Subandhu. All of a sudden, his bed-chamber miraculously turned into
a sugarcane plantation. One cane among the rest was so refreshing to the eye that the king called some astrologer in, to ascertain
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what was in it. They predicted that a son was to be born to the king from that cane. In time the cane swelled to the size of a bamboo.
One morning a boy issued forth from the sugarcane, and he was named Ikashaku or the sugarcane-born. The boy was nourished by
the chief lady of the royal seraglio. On the death of Subandhu, Ikshaku became king. He had many queens, of whom Alinda was the
chief. Even to an advanced age the king was childless. He consulted holy men for granting a child. Their advice was to open the
seraglio thrice every fortnight to the public use. All, except Alinda, took advantage of this liberty, and, leaving the palace at night,
went wherever they liked. One of Subandhu's near relations held the post of Indra in the thirty-third heaven. Indignation at the
unworthy and shameful conduct of lkshaku, he transformed himself into an old decrepit dirty Brahman, suffering from a loathsome
cough. He managed to throw himself at the royal presence, and begged to have a queen for dalliance. The king gave him the choice
of his seraglio, and he selected Alinda. The Brahman dragged the chief queen of the palace, in spite of her stubborn opposition, to
an old dilapidated building in the suburb. Alinda had to wash his feet, and to stand before him in complete nudity. But she would
never consent to prostitution her body. In the morning Indra threw off his disguise, expressed his satisfaction at her conduct, and
rewarded her firmness by placing some drugs in her hands. 'This will', said he, 'remove your barrenness. | grant this boom in
accordance with your own desire. Dissolved this powder into water, and take the solution. Your son will be active and energetic, but
since you did not respond to my loving call, he will be like ugliness personified'. Five hundred children were born to the king. The
ugly child of Alinda was named simply Kusaor, as some say, Suddhakusa. He was no favourite with the king, who made several
attempts to disinherit him. / Mahendraka, the tribal king of Bhadrakasat in Kanyakubja, had a very beautiful daughter. Alinda
immediately after Kusa's accession, set a negotiation on foot of her son's marriage to that Princess. The match was soon settled.
The unptials were celebrated with great pomp by proxy at Kanyakubja. But Alinda was apprehensive lest her fair daughter-in-law
would committee suicide at the sight of so deformed a husband. She, therefore, prepared rooms underground where, under the plea
of family customs, she placed the young couple. No light was admitted into the rooms. The couple enjoyed their honeymoon in the
dark. But Sudarsana, the princess, grew impatient to see her beloved husband, and urged her mother-in-law to bring about and
interview in the light. Alinda, to avoid Sudarsana seeing the ugly husband, made one of her step-sons personate Kusa on the throne,
while the real Kusa with his thick lips, corpulent belly, deformed head, held the royal umbrella. Sudarsana was well pleased with her
supposed husband, but she expressed her indignation at so black and ugly a person being allowed to hold the parasol. On one
occasion when walking in the royal park she fled from him as from a monster. / But in a short time, her mistake was corrected. At a
great conflagration of the city the elephant park was saved, simply by the activity of the king. He was for some time in every body's
mouth. They described him as very black, with large red eyes, etc. Sudarsana then found out her error. She learned, to her great
surprise and grief, that the monster at the park was her real husband. She instantly begged the permission of her mother-in-law to
proceed to Kanyakubja. The permission was granted, and she set out for Kanyakubja to hide her shame. / The king, unable to bear
the separation, appointed one of his half brothers as regent, and proceeded himself to the north with a vina in his hand. On his arrival
at Kanyakubja his first measure was to apprise Sudarsana of his presence in the city. By his skill in the culinary art, he soon got
himself appointed at the royal kitchen. There in private he tried to persuade his refractory wife, but to no purpose. She was
inexorable. / In the meanwhile, the scandal of Sudarsana's leaving, and in a way divorcing, her husband spread far and wide. Seven
feudatories of the king of Kanyakubja offered to marry her. But their offers were indignantly rejected by the king. They made a
common cause with one another and advanced to size the capital. The king in wrath scolded his refractory daughter, and threatened
to cut her into seven pieces for these seven rebels, if he got worsted in the coming conflict. Sudarsana, trembling with fear at so
terrible a threat, had now recourse to her almost divorced husband at the kitchen. He promised to save her, and to fight her father's
cause. The king was now told of his son-in-law's appointment as a cook. He hastened to receive him, and, heaping honours upon
honours on him made up for all his former neglect. The hero advanced on an elephant towards his enemies, and by a shout at the
onset so quailed their spirit that they surrendered themselves his captives [...] After enjoying his triumph for a few days at
Kanyakubja, Kusa set out in the company of his humbled wife for his own kingdom. On his way, he looked at his own image reflected
in a glossy brook, and was so much disgusted at his deformity that he wanted to drown himself. But just at that time Indra manifested
himself before him, and presented him a garland set with the rare jewel called Jyotirasa. 'Put this on, and it will make you', said Indra,
‘the most beautiful man on earth. When you wish to assume your own form, cover this with your cloths and your beauty will be
hidden'. Kusa put on the jewel, and Sudarsana was transported with delight, when she found her husband blessed with a celestial
form.' - The Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of Nepal, 1882.
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| am requested to give our audience some idea of the story upon which the
musical play to be performed tonight is based. Let me confess that the story
is immaterial, it can be ignored with impunity. | as my audience not to distract
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language; but keep their minds passive in order to be able to receive an
immediate impression of the whole, to capture the spirit of art which reveals
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itself in the rhythm of movements, in the lyric of colour, form and sound, and
refused to be defend or described by words.*
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Chandalika, 1966.
Shanti Bose, Jharna Dutta & Pranati Sengupta.
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% Matters, however, did not progress so satisfactory as could be wished. The girl, disappointed at night, rose early the next morning,
put on her finest apparel and stood on the road by which Ananda daily went to the city for alms. Ananda came, and she followed him
to every house he went for alms. This caused a great scandal, and Ananda, followed by the girl, ran back to the hermittage, and
reported the occurence to the Loard. The Lord was then called upon to exercise diplomacy to save the character of disciple. He said
to Prakiti, "You want to marry Ananda. Have you got the permission of your parents? Go, and get ther permission." This afforded but
slight respite, for Prakriti soon returned from the city with her parents' permission. The Lord the said, "Should you wish to marry
Ananda, you must put on the same kind of ochre-coloured vestment which he uses." She agreed, and thereupon her head was
shaved, she was made to put on ochre-coloured cloth, diversted of her vicious motives, and had all her former sins removed by the
mantra called sarva durgati-sodhana-dharani, the destroyer of all evils. Thus did the Lord convert her into a Bhikshuni.' - The
Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of Nepal, 1882.
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